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getting personal

icki—designer, photographer and

collector of vintage American outdoor

furniture—is the driving force
behind Retropatio, a collection of restored

and refinished vintage American outdoor
furniture. The furniture, all from the early-to-
mid ZOth century, is salvaged, sandblasted and
powdercoated, and gets new hardware and
upholstery. For nearly a decade, Retropatio
pieces have graced the outdoor areas of homes

around the country.

Nicki’s parents are native Alabamians, and

some of her fondest memories are of summer
days spent with her grandparents. “Those were
idyllic times—climbing pecan trees, picking
sand pears, visiting Lake Martin and watching
horse-drawn buggies taking fruits and vegetables
to market.” According to family lore, the first
glider Nicki obtained looked exactly like the one
her grandmother Huggins had on her porch in
Alexander City, AL, though Nicki would have

been too young to remember it.

Nicki now lives and works in Los Angeles and
in WaterSound, FL. She has appeared on TV, in
magazines and books. Late last summer, Nicki
and her family—husband Scott Sternberg and
sons Noah and Taylor—traveled to Bali, where
she worked with teak craftsmen on a boutique
collection of outdoor furniture. Inspired by the
casual island lifestyle, the collection will soon be
available for purchase. A10-year retrospective

of her work can currently be viewed in a group

show at Santa Monica College; she unveils
an exhibit of large-scale, southern-inspired Above: Nicki on her front steps at her home in Los Ange
digital duotones at Watersound in July; and her Sternberg and sons, Noah and Taylor.

conceptual photography installation, Grove of

cs. Below: In Bali with husband Scoft

Tears, debuted online Veteran’s Day 2007.

Ever since the glider—the first truly American-
designed piece of outdoor furniture—debuted
in 1919, Americans have been obsessed with
perfecting the art of outdoor relaxation. Nicki
keeps that “American dream” alive. “What I truly
believe led me outdoors is this,” she says. “It’s
always summer in my soul.”

(continued on page 40)
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of the samesongs. |
- My favorite two are Me and Mrs
‘and Mercy Mercy Me (The Ecol

Edward Jones, Michael Chabon
Ethan Canin.

Favorite Gift: Presence of mind .
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Soul Mate: e\l husband Scott Sternberg
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